Introducing our Careers Champions!
We have created a brand new “Careers Focus Group” within the academy which consists of “Careers Champions.” 
But what does all of this mean? 
The aim of the “Careers Focus Group” is to allow students to put themselves forward to become a “Careers Champion” where they would play an instrumental role in supporting the Careers Advisor with the following; 
· Acting as an Ambassador for Careers.
· Supporting the Careers Advisor by making improvements to the current programme through positive contributions.
· Acting as a voice for their peers and passing on information from the Careers Advisor to peers and vice versa.
· Helping to distribute information and resources within the Careers Hub in the Library.
· To take part in a Careers activity with the Careers Hub to find out more about University life and their knowledge and understanding. 
· To meet on a regular basis to put in place any actions. 
A poster was distributed within school and any students who were interested completed a form explaining who they were and why they wanted to become a “Careers Champion.” An introductory meeting was then held to discuss what we would do going forward. 
Our Careers Champions have already had their first 2 meetings with Mrs O’Brien, Careers Advisor to discuss what the group will do in the future and how we will work together to ensure the group is a success and makes a positive contribution to the academy. 
Therefore, this is what is happening in the future;  
· We will put up posters around the school and on the school website to promote who we are and what we do to get the group up and running
· There will be “Suggestion boxes” placed around the school along with blank “suggestion slips”. Students will be able to complete these slips with any ideas or questions they may have in terms of careers and can then place them in the box where they will be collated by the Careers Champions and discussed during our meetings. Where possible, we will endeavour to answer all questions and put in place all reasonable suggestions. 
· Monthly meetings will be held to start with and all questions will be answered via the Careers Champions within the school and via Mrs O’Brien for the school website. 
Once we are up and running, we are hoping to see many benefits, such as; 
· Increased student participation and involvement. 
· Improvements made to the careers programme by linking students views and recommendations into the careers provision.
· Promotion of active listening and team building skills.
· Careers Champions will also play an important and active role and this will look great on their CV in the future.

This group is in addition to the annual Careers Surveys which goes out to all students, staff and parents in the summer term. However it is felt that we can try and make improvements within our development plan as we go along, rather than just at the beginning of each academic year. Therefore, this will be seen as a contribution to continuous improvement. 
We really hope that we can make a success of this, therefore as a student please look out for the suggestion slips around the school and the suggestion boxes. If you have any questions or ideas as a parent, please let you child know who could complete a slip for you and bring it into school. 
We look forward to updating you on the progress of the Careers Champions when we are fully up and running in the near future. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the meantime, if any students would like to join the Careers Focus Group, please email careers@harriscofeacademy.co.uk. 
