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Understanding examiners’ instructions

You’re taking a driving test. The examiner gives you 

an instruction – and you ignore it and do something 

else. You would expect to fail the test. 

That’s why it’s important to read the instructions on 

exam papers very carefully. These are likely to include

the number of questions to answer, the amount of time

available and so on. These instructions are sometimes known as ‘rubric’ 

and if you don’t follow them you are very likely to lose marks.

 KEY 

ISSUE

Why should I read the
instructions on an exam paper?

ACTIVITY

1 How long is the exam? ....................................................................................................

2 How many questions in total have to be answered? ...................................................

3 What is the maximum mark for the paper? ...................................................................

4 How much choice of question does the candidate have in Section A? ......................

5 How many minutes should be spent on each question in Section A? ........................

6 Where should the answers be written? ........................................................................

7 What will happen if the candidate writes in the margins? .........................................

8 Which writing implements can be used in this exam? ................................................

9 Are handwriting and spelling taken into account in the marking of this exam? .........

10 How much choice of question does the candidate have in Section B? .......................

11 How many minutes should the candidate spend on Section B? .................................

The following questions are also relevant – but the answers are not found on 
the exam paper:

1  Is it necessary to answer questions in the same order as they are on the exam paper? 

 ..........................................................................................................................................

2 What is the examiner likely to do if two questions are answered in Section B? 

 ..........................................................................................................................................

3  It may seem like a good idea to answer too many questions – but what is the cost 

of doing so? ......................................................................................................................

4  What advice would you give someone who leaves answers blank when they are 

not sure of the answer? ..................................................................................................

Look carefully at the exam paper on the following page 
and then answer these questions.
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Instructions

Information

Section A  
Answer all questions in this section. Write in the answer booklet. Leave margins blank

(2 marks)

(4 marks)
(6 marks)

(6 marks)

(6 marks)

(6 marks)

Section B  
Answer one question from this section. Write in the answer booklet. Leave margins blank.

(30 marks)

(30 marks)

(30 marks)
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