
HARRIS CHURCH OF ENGLAND ACADEMY

27 November Sustainable Fashion Careers Workshop (all Year 9)

28 November Year 9 Options Evening

4 December University Talk for Year 11

5/6 December Year 11 Mock Interviews
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Parents/Carers/Alumni - If you could help to support events in 24/25, please
contact careers@harriscofeacademy.co.uk

Upcoming Events

https://www.harris.covmat.org/careers-hub-1/


Section of the
platform

Examples of what students can do Year
groups

Quizzes Finding  their interests, personality type, preferred work environment,
and skillset.

7-11

Exploring
pathways

Explore careers, career sectors, subjects, sign up to free webinars,
explore MOOCs and courses, and find wider reading materials.

7-11

Recording what
you’ve done

Record their in-class and extracurricular activities, record examples
of their skills, and see the record of CEIAG events the school has
added to their accounts.

7-11
  

Searching for
opportunities
  

Find scholarships, activities, and bursaries to support their HE journey.
Find and compare degrees in the UK and overseas, live
apprenticeships, and FE courses.

10-11
  

Application
materials / Making
applications

Write their CV, cover letter, Personal Statement, and more. Track their
applications and record their Post 16 / 18 intentions.

10-11

In keeping with our commitment to provide students with outstanding careers guidance
and tailored support, we will now be using Unifrog; an award-winning, online platform.
All students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 will have access to this website. This website will
replace our previous system, Grofar.

Unifrog is designed to support learners in making the most informed decisions about
their futures and has a range of tools that are suitable for all year groups. Each student
has their own account where they can explore all the career and next step options
available to them and find information on everything from managing their workload to
writing a winning CV. Students have access to a wide variety of video and written
content, and interactive quizzes and tests, including:

Students will access the platform for the first time in PSHE lessons after half term. They
sign in to Unifrog using their email address and password and they can do so from any
computer, tablet or smartphone. We would encourage parents to use the platform with
them to support them through the process of deciding their next step. Students will also
be able to access Unifrog when they leave Harris.



We were delighted to achieve the Quality in Careers Standard in
2018 and we are currently applying for reaccreditation.

Why is the award important?
If a secondary school or a college holds our national Standard, parents can be assured that
it provides its students with careers education and guidance support of the quality of the
best.

Parents can be confident that the careers support provided by secondary schools or
colleges achieving the national Quality in Careers Standard will help every student gain the
knowledge, skills and confidence to take control of their futures.

We all want the very best futures for our sons and daughters, so parents need to be assured
that secondary schools and colleges provide top-quality careers education and guidance.
That’s why the Department for Education “strongly recommends” all secondary schools and
colleges to work towards and achieve the national Quality in Careers Standard in its January
2023 Statutory Guidance.

How will we achieve the award?
To achieve the Standard, schools and colleges submit their careers education and
guidance programme for rigorous external assessment and accreditation. 
Assessments are made against our national assessment criteria, fully incorporating the
Gatsby Benchmarks for “Good Careers Guidance” and requiring additional evidence of
impact on students’ career-related learning from the careers programme.

The Standard requires secondary schools and colleges to demonstrate that their careers
programme:

has strong leadership from the Head Teacher/Principal, the senior leadership team and
the governing body
has effective training for staff involved in planning and delivering the careers
programme
includes all pupils and students
has an effective programme of careers education, enterprise and employability
including work-related learning opportunities for students
employers, as well as further and higher education providers, must be involved in the
programme to open up and increase students’ understanding of a wide range of options,
routes and providers of apprenticeships, internships, colleges and universities.

Expert assessors make on-site/virtual visits, meet students and require school and college
leaders and staff teams to demonstrate that their careers programme will:

educate, prepare and inspire young people as they make decisions about their future
learning and work choices
improve their motivation and aspiration
develop their career learning skills, knowledge and attributes, and
increase their understanding of work-based issues such as prejudice, stereotyping,
discrimination and equal opportunities.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/careers-guidance-provision-for-young-people-in-schools


All Year 10s should have sent out emails or visited companies to ask for
a work experience placement.

If you have not yet done this, here is an example email requesting work
experience.

Use a personal email address as the school ones will not be able to
receive replies from companies.

Year 10 Work Experience
19 - 23 May 2025

Click for the Work Experience Info Pack

https://www.harris.covmat.org/work-experience-1/


Year 11 Mock Interviews
5 and 6 December
Practice interviews are a great opportunity for students to build confidence, refine their
communication skills, and learn how to present themselves professionally. Here are a few
tips to help them prepare for this experience.

How to Prepare for a Practice Interview
Know Your Story: Reflect on your academic achievements, extracurricular activities,
and any work or volunteer experience. Be ready to discuss how they’ve prepared you
for future opportunities.

1.

Research the Role or Field: Even if this isn’t a real job interview, practice tailoring your
answers to a specific role or industry of interest.

2.

Prepare Your Questions: Show engagement by having thoughtful questions for your
interviewer, such as:

3.

“What skills are most important for success in this role?”
“What advice would you give someone starting in this field?”

Common Practice Interview Questions
Here are some typical questions you might encounter in a practice interview:
“Tell me about yourself.”
A brief overview of your background, focusing on education, interests, and relevant
experiences.

“What are your strengths and weaknesses?”
Highlight strengths that align with the role and discuss how you’re working to improve on
weaknesses.

“Describe a time you overcame a challenge.”
Use the STAR method (explained on the next page) to organise your response effectively.

“Why are you interested in this role or industry?”
Link your interests and skills to the opportunity and explain your enthusiasm.

You could use ChatGPT to suggest possible interview questions for you to practice.



Using the STAR Method
The STAR method is a powerful tool for answering questions that ask about your past
experiences. Here’s how it works:

S – Situation: Describe the context or background of your example.
Example: “In my computer science class, we were assigned a group project to create a
mobile app within a tight deadline.”

T – Task: Explain the goal or challenge you faced.
Example: “My role was to manage the team and ensure we met our deadline while
maintaining quality.”

A – Action: Detail the specific steps you took to address the situation.
Example: “I divided tasks based on each team member’s strengths, created a timeline,
and organized regular check-ins to track progress.”

R – Result: Share the outcome of your actions.
Example: “We successfully completed the app on time, received an A for the project, and I
learned valuable leadership and time management skills.”

Final Tips for Success
Practice, but Don’t Over-rehearse: Be prepared, but allow room for natural
conversation.
Mind Your Body Language: Maintain good posture, make eye contact, and smile.
Be Open to Feedback: After your practice interview, ask for detailed feedback and use
it to improve.

After the Interview
You will receive feedback from your interviewer in PSHE.
Reflect upon this and any suggestions given. Don’t worry if your interview was not
perfect. Most people will have had a difficult interview and will have learned a lot from
this experience.
Complete a feedback form for us so that we can continue to improve these events for
students.



Trips to Capital One, Nottingham

National School and College Leaver Festival

A group of Year 10 students were taken to the
National School and College Leavers Festival at the
NEC on 12 November.

They had the change to meet a wide variety of
employers, training providers, colleges, universities,
and professional and industry bodies as well as pick
up a few freebies.

We were invited by Capital One to take students to
their offices in Nottingham for an employability
workshop, tour of the offices and a challenge to
design a new credit card.

Year 8 students visited first before Year 10
students had the chance to visit.

Students were impressed by the offices which
included games areas, a canteen and gym. There
were also many areas in which to work including
comfy chairs, team areas and quiet booths.

Year 7 students will take part in workshops
delivered by Capital One in school after Christmas.

Find more photos from our trips on Instagram

https://www.instagram.com/harriscofeacademy/




According to LinkedIn's 2022 Global Green Skills Report, jobs asking for 'green skills'
have been growing at 8% every year since 2017.

Environmental consultant
Environmental consultants give advice to businesses, local councils or central
government about how best to navigate environmental issues. They normally work for
consultancy firms who pair them with clients. You could work on a range of
environmental issues or specialise in one field, like flood risk, waste and recycling or
emission management.

What you’ll need
excellent written and presentation skills
scientific and numerical skills
the ability to use your initiative
project management and business skills
usually need a degree in Environmental science, Geography, Geology, or another
related subject. Some employers may also ask for a postgraduate qualification or
experience in the field.

Energy engineer
Energy engineers work on the research, design, and construction of power generation
plants. You can choose to specialise in renewable energy and develop cleaner, and
more efficient, industrial processes which reduce greenhouse emissions.

What you’ll need
problem-solving ability
excellent mathematical and computer skills
the ability to manage projects, budgets and people
communication and teamwork skills
 usually need a degree in Engineering or a related science subject, like Energy and
environmental engineering, Electrical engineering, Environmental science or Geology. 
you can also become qualified for this job through an apprenticeship.

Climate change analyst
Climate change analysts are right at the heart of tackling climate change. The main part
of the job is to research and analyse developments related to climate change and
propose changes that should be made based on that research. 

What you’ll need
excellent analytical and critical thinking skills
communication and presentation skills
the ability to present complex information in a clear and concise way
 usually need a degree in  Environmental science or a related subject like Geology,
Agriculture, Biology or Chemistry. It's becoming more common for employers to also
ask for a postgraduate qualification, as well as some experience of working or
volunteering in an environmental setting.

Five Careers to Tackle Climate ChangeFive Careers to Tackle Climate Change

https://www.unifrog.org/student/careers/332
https://www.unifrog.org/student/subjects/featured/environmental-and-earth-sciences
https://www.unifrog.org/student/subjects/featured/geography
https://www.unifrog.org/student/subjects/featured/geology
https://www.unifrog.org/student/careers/512
https://www.unifrog.org/student/subjects/keywords/general-engineering
https://www.unifrog.org/student/subjects/keywords/energy-and-environmental-engineering
https://www.unifrog.org/student/subjects/keywords/energy-and-environmental-engineering
https://www.unifrog.org/student/subjects/keywords/energy-and-environmental-engineering
https://www.unifrog.org/student/subjects/keywords/electronic-and-electrical-engineering
https://www.unifrog.org/student/subjects/featured/environmental-and-earth-sciences
https://www.unifrog.org/student/subjects/featured/geology
https://www.unifrog.org/student/apprenticeships/long-list
https://www.unifrog.org/student/careers/933
https://www.unifrog.org/student/subjects/featured/environmental-and-earth-sciences
https://www.unifrog.org/student/subjects/featured/geology
https://www.unifrog.org/student/subjects/keywords/agriculture
https://www.unifrog.org/student/subjects/keywords/biology-and-biological-sciences
https://www.unifrog.org/student/subjects/keywords/chemistry


Recycling officer
Recycling officers oversee the collection and disposal of recyclable waste from
households and businesses. They promote recycling in the community and run local
recycling schemes.

What you’ll need
excellent communication and presentation skills
the ability to analyse and interpret figures
management and leadership skills
the ability to manage budgets
there are lots of different routes to becoming a recycling officer. You could do an
apprenticeship in Environmental conservation, or work your way up through the
waste management industry, gaining skills and qualifications along the way. You
could do a degree or postgraduate course in waste management, or a related
subject like Environmental science or Chemistry. 

 
Working for an environmental charity
There are lots of roles in a charity. You could support a cause as a fundraiser, volunteer
organiser, or even charity director. There are plenty of different causes to choose from: at
the Rainforest Alliance, for example, you could be working with producers of chocolate,
coffee, bananas, and tea to help them meet sustainability standards. At Earthjustice you
could work as an environmental lawyer, mounting lawsuits against companies which
break environmental law.

What you’ll need
a passion and interest for the cause you’re working for
excellent speaking, writing, and presentation skills
the ability to lead and motivate others
administrative and organisational skills
good maths skills for budgeting and keeping accounts

Because of the wide range of careers available in the charity sector, there is no single
route to landing a job there. Each role will have its own requirements: working in a
charity’s human resources department probably won’t require qualifications in
environmental science, whereas being an environmental lawyer might. 

However, if you want to work for an environmental charity, then knowledge of the issue
(either through hands-on volunteering experience or a degree in Environmental science,
Geography, Geology, or other related subject) can help you get in. 

Five Careers to Tackle Climate Change
(continued...)

Five Careers to Tackle Climate Change
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Subject Spotlight: ArtSubject Spotlight: Art

Watch “Why Study Art” on YouTube

This video produced by Creative Journeys UK for an introduction to a
range of potential creative pathways. 

Discover more about
creative careers using
Wonderwhat. Discover
careers based on images
you like, tackle common
misconception, find out
more using the chatbot,
subject directory and
more..

www.wonderwhat.co.uk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vKjkx6PzajE&t=7s
https://creativejourneyuk.com/
https://www.wonderwhat.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vKjkx6PzajE&t=7s
https://creativejourneyuk.com/
https://www.wonderwhat.co.uk/


Subject Spotlight: ArtSubject Spotlight: Art



Christmas Lecture - Art-Design In The Automotive Industry

Free to all - Register Here

This lecture is aimed at young people, parents and teachers.
Aysar Ghassan, the speaker, will outline the design process for cars, motorcycles, lorries
and buses and will also outline the history of motor vehicle design. He will describe the
design processes used from early1900's to today's advanced methods including AI.

Wednesday 11 December 2024 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM

School of Art & Creative Industries, Lecture Theatre
Coventry University

Webinars & EventsWebinars & Events

Day in the Life of an Accountant Apprentice
3 December | 18:30-19:15

A real-life look into what an apprentice in accountancy does every day—covering
responsibilities, challenges, and opportunities that show accountancy is much more
than just crunching numbers. Register Now

Unifrog Webinars

Find virtual events - live or recorded on Unifrog. These include sessions on  careers,
different pathways, universities, preparing for exams and more.

www.unifrog.org/student/webinars

Students will need to sign in to access the webinars - use your Harris email address and
then the password you set up in PSHE or click reset password.

Haddon Institute of Performing Arts
A post 16 college offering a BTEC Level 3 in Musical Theatre. They are a specialist
provision with industry standard teachers delivering world class training.

📆 OPEN AFTERNOON- Sunday 1st December 12-4pm
🎟️ BOOKING ESSENTIAL!

All young people aged 13 years - 16 years welcome 💜

https://events.theiet.org/events/christmas-lecture-art-design-in-the-automotive-industry/
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsuccessatschool.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1%26id%3Dc72d985b4e%26e%3D04deeaea3f&e=2af66e12&h=22244535&f=y&p=yhttps://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsuccessatschool.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D2c038531b25876a2c7c9cf8b1%26id%3Dc72d985b4e%26e%3D04deeaea3f&e=2af66e12&h=22244535&f=y&p=y
https://www.unifrog.org/student/webinars
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fo%2Fhaddon-institute-of-performing-arts-82274084183&e=2af66e12&h=08884949&f=y&p=y




Poster Project
We are producing posters to inspire our young people with
career stories from ex-Harris students.

We would love to involve ex-students from a wide variety of
backgrounds, pathways and careers.

To support us with this project, complete this form.

HARRIS 
ALUMNI

https://www.linkedin.com/school/harris-church-of-england-academy/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctqjAN-VMKd38InlHGh4QL6bqutxpuFFvMJF4KaqcZ5EMU8A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://forms.gle/ubpxV8kG3PgpKYvGA

